


Razstava predstavlja umetniške projekte 
avtorjev, s katerimi smo v preteklih šestih 
letih sodelovali v okviru rezidenčnega in 
galerijskega programa KC Tobačna 001. 
Gre za umetnike in ustvarjalce, ki razi-
skujejo urbano okolje ter svoja opažanja 
prevajajo v dela, ki se dotikajo pojmov 
arhitektura, mesto in teritorij. Mesto 
in njegova arhitektura ter na različne 
načine zamejena območja se tako že več 
desetletij kažejo kot vpliven ikonografski 
in konceptualni vir sodobne umetnosti. 
 Utopija / Distopija: arhitektura, 
mesto, teritorij prikazuje strategije, ki jih 
umetniki uporabljajo, ko se referirajo na 
arhitekturo v mestu, in segajo od preu-
čevanja gradbenega procesa in razisko-
vanja arhitekturnih struktur ter njihovih 
materialov do analiziranja razmerja med 
človekom in arhitekturo ter mapiranja 
prostora. Nekatere umetnike zanimajo 
razmerja moči, ki se kažejo v tematizira-
nju meje med javnim in zasebnim ali v 
preizpraševanju zakonov, pravil in prepo-
vedi – tistega, kar razmejuje dovoljeno in 
prepovedano. Drugi premlevajo evrop-
sko realnost, torej čas, ki ga zaznamuje 
odstranjevanje nekdanjih »obeležij« in 
kontrole na državnih mejah, pri čemer 
ne moremo zanemariti dejstva, da meje 
še vedno obstajajo, sistematični nadzor 
pa se zgolj prestavlja na zunanje schen-
genske meje. Ob tem nastajajo nove 
delitve, ki niso dosti drugačne od tistih v 
preteklosti, saj meje še vedno pomenijo 
na eni strani vključevanje, na drugi pa iz-
ključevanje z dovoljenji za potovanje, za 
bivanje, delo itd. Še vedno gre za meje, 
ki zavirajo povezovanje in pripomorejo k 
ohranjanju različnih oblik podrejenosti in 
odvisnosti.
 Oživljanje mrtvega arhiva z zemljo, 
ki je pokrajina, a vendar to ni, razisko-
vanje skritih realnosti postindustrijskega 
mesta, zgodovine in prihodnosti moder-
nističnih konceptov na primeru stano-
vanjskih kompleksov in mejnih arhitektur 
iz socialističnega obdobja, mirujoča 
gradbišča, vztrajanje pri nevednosti gle-
de vseprisotnosti vojske ali univerzalnega 
očesa, potovanje skozi mesto, razdeljeno 
med dve državi, ter mesto, ki se bori s po-
manjkanjem vode, medtem ko je njegov 
glavni vir obdan z betonskim jarkom, so 
le nekateri projekti, ki razkrivajo, da sta 
utopija in distopija dve plati istega ko-
vanca. Pojma sta potemtakem soodvisna, 
njuno razmerje pa je odprto za spremem-
be – bolj ko realnost onemogoča utopijo, 
bolj utopična postaja le-ta, dokler se 
prek realnosti ne oblikuje v svoje naspro-
tje, distopijo. 

The exhibition displays art projects pro-
duced by authors that have cooperated 
with us over the past six years within the 
framework of the residency and gallery 
programme CC Tobačna 001. The pre-
sented artists and creators explore the 
urban environment and translate their 
observations into works that tackle the 
notions architecture, city and territory. 
City, its architecture and restricted areas 
thus persist as a significant iconograph-
ic and conceptual source of contempo-
rary art.
 Utopia / Dystopia: Architecture, City, 
Territory unveils strategies that artists 
employ in dealing with urban archi-
tecture and range from investigating 
the construction process, researching 
architectural structures and materials to 
analysing the relationship between man 
and architecture, and space mapping. 
Some artists delve into the balance of 
power, which is manifest in thematizing 
the boundary between the private and 
the public or in questioning the laws, 
rules and prohibitions – that which rep-
resents the dividing line between what is 
allowed and what is forbidden.
 Others contemplate the European 
reality at a time marked by the removal 
of former “monuments” and border con-
trols, but also a time in which boundaries 
still very much persist, with systematic 
control merely being moved to the ex-
ternal Schengen borders. Consequently, 
new divisions are being created that do 
not differ significantly from those in the 
past, as borders still imply inclusion on 
the one hand and exclusion on the other, 
through travel, residence, work permits, 
etc. In other words, borders continue to 
hinder integration and help maintain 
various kinds of subordination and de-
pendency.
 Reviving the dead archives of soil, 
which constitutes landscape and yet it 
does not, probing into the hidden reali-
ties of a post-industrial city, the history 
and the future of modernist concepts in 
the case of residential complexes and 
border architectures from the social-
ist period, disused construction sites, 
persistent ignorance in regard to the 
omnipresent military or universal eye, 
as well as exploring a city split between 
two countries and a city that struggles 
with water shortages, while its principal 
source is encased in concrete, are merely 
some of the projects which reveal that 
utopia and dystopia are two sides of the 
same coin. The said concepts therefore 
interact in a relationship that is open to 
change – the more utopia is rendered im-
possible by reality, the more it becomes 
real or rather utopian, until it ultimately 
transforms itself through reality into the 
opposite, dystopia.
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Vljudno vabljeni na odprtje razstave v 
četrtek, 28. septembra, ob 19. uri v Mestno 
galerijo Ljubljana.

You are cordially invited to attend the 
opening of the exhibition on Thursday, 
September 28, at 7 pm at Mestna galerija 
Ljubljana.
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